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Stalin in conjunction with Dzerzhinsky restored the fighting efficiency of
the Third Anny* which then launched an offensive against Kolchak.

WMIe directing the defence of the country;, Lenin also watched the
international situation and closely studied developments in the international
working-class movement.

In the middle of 19183 the tide of the world imperialist war turned in
favour of the Entente. The forces of German imperialism were becoming
exhausted. The German army was growing demoralized. Germany was
seetMng with popular discontent against the burdens of the war; at the
beginning of November 19183 revolution broke out. Germany had to admit
defeat and sued for peace with the Entente.

In the speech he delivered at the Sixth Congress of Soviets on November
35 19185 Lenin referred to the military defeat of Germany^ and concerning
German imperialism he said : "At first it spread incredibly to three-fourths
of Europe^ "became bloated and then bursts leaving a frightful stench behind
it." The German imperialists were crushed by the very war machine
which they had created. "They found themselves stranded; they had
devoured so much that they gorged themselves to death."*

In view of the changed situation Lenin raised the question of annulling
the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, and this the All-Russian Central Executive
Committee did on November 13, 1918. The manifesto addressed "To the
Peoples of Russia., to the Population of All the Occupied Regions and Terri-
tories/* signed by Lenin and Sverdlov^ stated that the oppressive and
predatory Brest Peace fell "under the combined blows of the German and
Russian proletarian revolutionaries/5 The Red Army began to clear the
territory of Soviet Russia captured by Germany of German troops. As a
result of the onslaughts of the regular units of the Red Army and of the
guerilla detachments, the German hordes^ defeated and disgraced, fled
ignominiously from tie Ukraine^ Byelorussia and the Baltic provinces.

The rise of the revolutionary tide in Europe and the revolutions in
Germany^ Austria and Hungary led to- the formation of Communist Parties
in Europe. Solid ground was formed for uniting these parties in the Com-
munist International, on the formation of which Lenin had spent so much
effort. As early as January 19183 on his initiative, a conference of represen-
tatives of the Left groups in the Socialist Parties of a number of countries
was held, and it was decided to convene the first Congress of the Com-
munist International. In January 1919, Lenin addressed an open letter to
the workers of Europe and America urging them to found the Third In-
ternational.

The First Congress of the Communist International was opened in the
Kremlin on March 2,1919. Delegates were present from the most important
countries of Europe and America. Its proceedings were directed by Lenin,
Lenin delivered the chief report on bourgeois democracy and proletarian
dictatorship. In the course of this report he explained the fundamental
difference between the dictatorship of the proletariat and the dictatorship
of the exploiting classes. The object of the dictatorship of the exploiting
dss$e% he said3 was forcibly to suppress the resistance of the working people
in the interests of an insignificant minority. The object of the proletarian
dictatorship was forcibly to suppress the resistance of the exploiters in the
interests of the vast inajority of the people and to build Communism, The
proletarian dictatorship was an absolute necessity for the entire mass of the
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